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to that proposition." As to Spain, her government might he
assured of our " desire, with the consent of the parties con-
cerned, to intervene with the tender of our good offices, and of
our willingness to assume some responsibility and incur some
sacrifice to avert the necessity of a war between two nations
(Spain and Mexico) both of which, we trusted, in common
with the United States, would desire to remain at peace if they
could do so consistently with their own convictions of honor
and justice."

Don Calderon expressed himself as much gratified by the
friendly tone of the despatch. But the convention between the
three powers having in the meantime been signed, Spain was
no longer at liberty to entertain any offer of mediation be-
tween herself and Mexico. (He had already before informed
me that England had made a proposition to invite the United
States to take part in the enterprise, and that Spain had sec-
onded that proposition, while France did not favor it.) The
financial question pending between Spain and Mexico might,
indeed, have been arranged by mediation, but the question of
honor, and especially that of the guarantees to be given by
Mexico for the rights and security of Spanish subjects resid-
ing in that republic, could not be settled so easily. It was now
the duty of Spain to see to it that a state of things be estab-
lished in Mexico which would afford sufficient protection and
security to Spanish subjects. I plied him with questions as
to how this might be accomplished, but all I could elicit was,
that the powers did not intend to have a constituent conven-
tion called in Mexico to determine the form of the govern-
ment, but that the appearance of the combined expedition in
Mexican waters and the occupation of Vera Cruz and Tam-
pico would probably produce moral effects sufficiently great to
induce the Mexican people to rally around some men of power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